DX Leipzig

DOK Industry Programme to open with a panel on the current state of
Belarusian documentary cinema

DOK Leipzig reveals its full DOK Industry Programme and schedule

BIFA founding group: Andrei Kutsila, Volia Chajkouskaya, Darya Zhuk, Irena Kaciatovi€, Ihar Sukmanau, Aliak-
sei Paluyan (fitr) | photo: BIFA/ Maksim Shved

DOK Leipzig’s freshly announced DOK Industry programme features a
panel that brings renewed attention to exiled Belarusian documentary
filmmakers amid the country’s escalating political climate and curbs
on (artistic) freedom. The dedicated panel “Displaced by Dictatorship
and War: Belarusian Independent Filmmakers in Europe” will be held on
Monday, 9 October, at 13:00 at Propsteikirche St. Trinitatis.

The discussion will take place with the participation of the recently
launched Belarusian Independent Film Academy (BIFA) and will shed light
on the current state of Belarusian independent documentary cinema,
address challenges faced by exiled Belarusian documentary filmmakers
and those still living and working in the country, and discuss how to support
fellow Belarusian colleagues through funding, festivals, and partnerships
with European film institutes.

Among the panellists are film producer, director, and programme
director of the Belarusian independent film festival Northern Lights Volia
Chajkouskaya (who is currently based in Estonia) and German director
Juliane Tutein. Chajkouskaya and Tutein will discuss how to film in and
about Belarus since the country has been plunged into turmoil in the
wake of 2020. Louis Beaudemont (Les Steppes Productions) will further
join Chajkouskaya in addressing how to support Belarusian documentary
filmmakers in exile. Beaudemont and Alice Syrakvash have co-launched
a series of events in a bid to support Belarusian cinema in France and
Europe. Chajkouskaya, film director Andrei Kutsila (“When Flowers Are Not
Silent”) and film critic, cultural observer, and journalist Irena Kaciatovié
will also present the work of BIFA during the panel.

BIFA was launched in February 2022, when filmmakers and other members
of the Belarusian film community decided to form an organisation that
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advocates for independent Belarusian filmmakers, promotes their interests
and gives them a platform to speak in a unified voice. Among the founding
members of BIFA are Chajkouskaya, film directors Kutsila, Darya Zhuk
(“Crystal Swan”) and Aliaksei Paluyan (“Courage”), senior programmer
Ihar Sukmanau and film critic Kaciatovic.

The creation of BIFA came as Belarusian filmmakers continue to face
hostility and threats to their lives and freedoms as Aliaksandr Lukashenka
cracks down on opposition voices and stifles dissent. Many filmmakers and
industry professionals, who have been spearheading the resistance, have
been forced to flee to Europe and are now in exile. BIFA thus also serves
as an alternative to Belarusian state-sponsored film organisations. The
organisation was born in the wake of the war in Ukraine, when more than
130 Belarusian filmmakers and industry professionals signed a collective
statement denouncing Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

This year’s Industry Programme features a wide range of events that bolster
creative exchange and create a space for filmmakers to connect with
other industry professionals, showcase their projects and find potential
collaborators. Among the highlights of the Industry Programme is Short n’
Sweet (11 October), the festival's short film pitch, which will see eight film
professionals present their short documentary, animated documentary,
animated film and series projects. Following the inaugural edition of DOK
Archive Market last year, the second edition will offer opportunities for
attending filmmakers to learn about the libraries of exhibiting archives
and meet with archive researchers and producers. Find further events in
the Industry Programme online.

Find the full programme here: DOK Industry Programme A-Z

All dates and events: DOK Industry Schedule

You can apply for press accreditation via our website: Press Accreditation
2023
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Weitere DOK Férdernde
und Freund*innen

More DOK Supporters
and Friends

Barbara Hobbie und Richard Mancke
culturtraeger GmbH

DEFA-Stiftung

Deutsches Institut

flr Animationsfilm e.V.

Doc Alliance

Doris Apell-Kdlmel und Michael Kéimel

+ Européische Stiftung der Rahn + lls Medientechnik GmbH
Dittrich Group fur Bildung und Kultur + Petersbogen Leipzig

+ Leipziger Gesellschaft zur Férderung + Staatliche Porzellanmanufaktur Meiken
der Filmkunst e.V. « Stiftung Friedliche Revolution

+ Galerie flir Zeitgendssische Kunst + ver.di Filmunion
Leipzig

+ Gangart Werbung GmbH

Férderhinweise Freistaat Sachsen: Geférdert durch das Séchsische Staatsministerium flir Wis-
senschaft Kultur und Tourismus. Diese Einrichtung wird mitfinanziert durch Steuermittel auf der
Grundlage des vom Séchsischen Landtag beschlossenen Haushaltes. Kreatives Europa: Von der
Européischen Union finanziert. Die geduBerten Ansichten und Meinungen entsprechen jedoch aus-
schlieBlich denen des Autors bzw. der Autoren und spiegeln nicht zwingend die der Européischen

Union oder der Européischen Exekutivagentur fiir Bildung und Kultur (EACEA) wider. Weder die
Européische Union noch die EACEA kdnnen dafir verantwortlich gemacht werden. Bundesstiftung
Aufarbeitung: Geférdert mit Mitteln der Bundesstiftung zur Aufarbeitung der SED-Diktatur.
Goethe Institut + Auswértiges Amt: Geférdert mit Mitteln fur Filmfestivalférderung de* mobil
des Goethe-Instituts in Kooperation mit dem Auswértigen Amt der Bundesrepublik Deutschland.




