DX Leipzig

Out of competition: the “Camera Lucida” and “Panorama: Central and Eastern
Europe” sections

Also: DOK Industry events with a focus on Central and Eastern Europe

Just Above the Surface of the Earth, director: Marianna Milhorat | DOK Leipzig 2024

DOK Leipzig is proud to announce the first films to be officially selected
for the festival. Feature-length films submitted to the Camera Lucida and
Panorama: Central and Eastern Europe sections do not compete for the
Golden and Silver Doves, but may be nominated for partnership awards.

“Camera Lucida” is a collection of documentaries that feature bold
artistic styles of the kind that film aficionados in particular appreciate.
The five films in the programme this year deal with the sixth great mass
extinction (“Just Above the Surface of the Earth™), explore rock formations
as a metaphor for grieving (“Lapilli”), and take us to an Argentinian zoo
(“Collective Monologue™), a trailer park next to Berlin’s Ostkreuz station
(“The Garden Cadences”) and a salt lake in the United States that was
once an nuclear testing ground (“Among the Palms the Bomb, or: Looking
for Reflections in the Toxic Field of Plenty”).

DOK Leipzig's “Panorama: Central and Eastern Europe” section provides a
platform for films from Central and Eastern Europe — a region with strong
historical ties to the festival. The programme is comprised of works from
Georgia, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Germany, Poland and Croatia, and
includes a world premiere (“A Year of Endless Days” by Renata Lug&ié).

The five documentaries in this section deal with such topics as the mass
exodus of women from rural areas along the Croatian-Bosnian border (“A
Year of Endless Days”), an attempt to reconcile family responsibilities with
one’s own dreams (“The Other One”) and a reflection on strict parenting
methods (“Ever Since | Knew Myself”). “wo/men” portrays “burrneshas”,
women in the social roles of men in Albania, and “A Year in the Life of the
Country” uses found footage to tell of Poland in the early 1980s, when it
was caught between the Solidarno$§¢ movement and the recent imposition
of martial law.

Continuing with a special focus on Central and Eastern Europe, DOK
Industry presents a number of events and activities, brought about through
collaboration with the festival’s valued partners. The second session of
the 2024 Ex Oriente Film workshop, a three-module creative lab of the
Institute of Documentary Film (IDF) supporting creative documentary
features and docuseries from Central and Eastern Europe, will once again
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take place in partnership with DOK Leipzig on 26 - 30 October. 17 projects
in development and early production will participate in the second session,
receiving tailored guidance on honing the narrative and visual style of
their projects, developing a robust financing and distribution strategy,
and finding international co-producers and partners. The tutors joining the
workshop are likka Vehkalahti, Filip Remunda, Diana El Jeiroudi, Christian
Popp, Per K.Kirkegaard, Ruth Reid, Chris Westendorp, and Eleonora Savi,
among others.

The programme of Ex Oriente Film x DOK Industry will also feature a slate
of offerings that are also open to DOK Industry accredited guests, including
masterclasses, case studies, and lectures covering diverse aspects of
documentary filmmaking, production, and distribution. Addressing episodic
storytelling in documentary series, writer and director Chris Westendorp
(co-directed “Hidden” alongside Mea Dols de Jong) will give a hands-on
lecture on script writing in series, while Fandango’s Eleonora Savi will
discuss daunting aspects of producing documentary series. DOK Industry
accredited guests will also have the opportunity to attend a masterclass
by esteemed film editor Per K. Kirkegaard (“Accused”, “Chuck Norris vs.
Communism”), who will delve into the artistic collaboration in the editing
room. A masterclass on artistic language in documentary film and a special
way of working as a director-cinematographer will be given by filmmaker
Thomas Riedelsheimer (2024 DOK Leipzig's Opening Film “Tracing Light”).
Lastly, international sales agent Anna Berthollet of Lightdox will guide
us through the current landscape of sales and distribution for creative
documentaries.

Please scroll down to see the overview of the 2024 Ex Oriente Film projects.

Following last year’s success, DOK Leipzig will hold a showcase of six
Generation Ukraine projects, with the participation of the film teams.
The six projects are presently in the rough-cut stage and are nearing
completion, looking for festival premieres and distribution. Generation
Ukraine is an initiative of the ARTE Group and its European partners,
which was rolled out in 2023 as part of a collective effort to champion
uncompromising voices from Ukraine and support local documentary
filmmakers and production structures by co-producing 12 documentaries
that examine Ukrainian reality since the onset of the full-scale invasion.

A number of completed films from the Generation Ukraine collection
have already enjoyed success at major international film festivals. Olha
Zhurba's unflinching audiovisual diary of the effects of war “Songs of
Slow Burning Earth” premiered at the Venice Film Festival to critical
acclaim. Premiering at Berlinale Forum, Oksana Karpovych’s harrowing
film “Intercepted” received two Special Mentions for the Ecumenical Jury
Prize and the Amnesty International Film Award, further screening at more
than 30 festivals. Svitlana Lishchynska’s intimately personal film “A Bit
of a Stranger” (DOK Co-Pro Market 2022) celebrated its world premiere
at Berlinale Panorama, while Roman Blazhan's “The Basement” made
its debut across the globe at the Buenos Aires International Festival of
Independent Cinema (BAFICI).

Please scroll down to see the overview of the six Generation Ukraine
projects.
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Overviews of the Projects: Ex Oriente Film and Generation Ukraine

Ex Oriente Film 2024: FeaturesBe Realistic, Demand the Impossible
| Director: Vanja Juranié | Production: Vanja Jambrovié, Tibor Keser
(Restart, Hungary)

Blue Sweater With a Yellow Hole | Director: Tetiana Khodakivska |
Production: Elena Saulich (Pronto Film, Ukraine)

Cooperative | Director: Mikhail Volkov | Production: Roman Blazhan
(Minimal Movie, Ukraine)

Gone Guy | Director: Andrei Dascdlescu | Production: Ligia Ciornei
(Filmlab, Romania)

The Island of Freedom | Director: Haruna Honcoop | Production: Haruna
Honcoop (Be Water My Friend, Czech Republic)

My Father, the Iceman | Director: Lukasz Kowalski | Production: Anna
Mazerant (4.30 Studio, Poland)

Once We Were Heroes | Director: Oliwia Tonteri | Production: Aino
Halonen (Kompot, Finland, Poland)

Operation Champion | Director: Mariam Nikolaishvili | Production: Irina
Gelashvili (Radium Films, Georgia)

Parallel Polis 2.0 | Director: Martin Piga | Production: Tereza Tokdrova
(CinePunkt, Slovakia)

Retrospective | Director: Gabrielé Urbonaité | Production: Uljana Kim,
Migla Butkute (Studio Uljana Kim, Lithuania)

Slava | Director: Soria G. Lutherovd | Production: Maro$ He&ko, Peter
Veverka (Azyl Production, Slovakia)

Virtual Girlfriends | Director: Barbora Chalupova | Production: Pavia
Klime$ova (Helium Film, Czech Republic)

Ex Oriente Film 2024: Series

Cradle To Grave | Director: Stanislav Donchev | Production: Teodora
Doncheva (Bulgaria)

Forever Young | Director: Buro Gavran | Production: Milienka Cogelja
(Pipser, Croatia)

Frozen Ocean | Director: Viktéria Dénes | Production: Julianna Ugrin
(Eclipse Film, Hungary)

Near Light | Director: Niccold Salvato | Production: Mara Cracaleanu
(Melancholia Pictures, Romania)

One Inch Eastward | Director: Irina Maldea | Production: Brendan
Culleton (Akajava Films, Ireland)

The Ex Oriente Film training programme is supported by Creative Europe
MEDIA, the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, and the Czech Film
Fund.

Overview of the six Generation Ukraine projects presented at DOK Leipzig
2024:

Another Man‘s Diary | Director: Oleksandr Tkachenko | Production:
lllia Gladshtein (Phalanstery Films, Ukraine) | Co-production: Antoine
Goldet (Amok Films, France)

The Blessed | Director: Andrii Lysetskyi | Production: Olha
Beskhmelnytsina, Gennady Kofman (MaGiKa Film, Ukraine) | Co-
Production: Uldis Cekulis (VFS Films, Latvia), Erik Winker (CORSO Film,
Germany)
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» Palingenesion (WT) | Directors: Alina Gorlova, Yelizaveta Smith, Simon  Press Release
Mozgovyi | Production: Eugene Rachkovsky (TABOR, Ukraine) | Co- 24 September 2024
Production: Ralph Wieser (Mischief Films, Austria), Nabil Bellahsene
(Les Valseurs, France) page 4 of 4

* Queens of Joy | Director: Olga Gibelinda | Production: lvanna Khitsinska
(Quatros Group, Ukraine) | Co-Production: Louis Beaudemont (Les
Steppes Productions, France), Hana Blaha Silarova (Films & Chips,
Czech Republic)

+ Silent Flood | Director: Dmytro Sukholytkyy-Sobchuk | Production:
Karina Kostyna (TABOR, Ukraine) | Co-Production: Tanja Georgieva-
Waldhauer (Elemag Pictures, Germany)

»  Women Occupied | Directors: Tetiana Hanza, Zoia Volk | Production:
Oksana Ivantsiv, Regina Maryanovska Davidzon (Real Pictures,
Ukraine) | Co-Production: Zoia Volk (ZOVA Films, Germany)



Camera Lucida
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67. Internationales Leipziger
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Among the Palms the Bomb, Or:
Looking for Reflections in the
Toxic Field of Plenty

Documentary Film

Lukas Marxt, Vanja Smiljanié
Austria, Germany 2024 | 86 min, Colour
German premiere

Der Salton Seaq, einstiges Atombomben-Testgeléinde kurz vor dem
okologischen Kollaps. Die wenigen Menschen, die hier noch leben,
setzen sich fiir den Schutz des verlassenen Areals ein. — The Safton
Sea, a former nuclear testing ground on the brink of ecological
collapse. The few people who still live here are campaigning to
jprotect the abandoned area.

Language English
Subtitles English

Collective Monologue

Documentary Film

Jessica Sarah Rinland
Argentina, UK 2024 | 104 min, Colour
German premiere

Dieser experimentelle Dokumentarfilm nimmt zoologische
Einrichtungen in Argentinien in den Fokus - und zeichnet so ein
komplexes Portrat der vielen Facetten, die einen Zoo ausmachen. —
By examining different zoological facilities across Argentina, this
experimental documentary crafts an intricate portrait of all the
many facets that make up a zoo.

Language Spanish
Subtitles English

The Garden Cadences

Documentary Film

Dane Komljen
Germany 2024 | 62 min, Colour
German premiere

Wie wird es mit dem Wagenplatz der Mollies weitergehen? Es ist der
letzte Sommer fiir den queer-feministischen Lebensentwurf am
Berliner Ostkreuz, bevor die RGumung des Wagenplatzes ansteht. —
What will become of the Mollies’ trailer site? It is the last summer for
the queer-feminist mode/ of life at Berlin’s Ostkreuz before the site is
que to be cleared.

Language German, English, Finnish, Serbian
Subtitles English

Just Above the Surface of the
Earth

Documentary Film

Marianna Milhorat
Canada, USA 2024 | 69 min, Colour
German premiere

Artenschiitzer auf den Spuren des sechsten groBen
Massenaussterbens. Ein experimentelles Portrat, das von Fréschen,
Seesternen, Fledermdusen erzdéhlt — und letztlich auch von uns
Menschen. — Conservationist on the trail of the sixth great mass
extinction. An experimental portrait that tells of frogs, starfish and
bats — and ultimately of us humans.

Language English
Subtitles English

Camera Lucida

1/2



DX Leipzig

67. Internationales Leipziger
Festival fir Dokumentar- und
Animationsfilm

Camera Lucida 2810312024
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Lapilli
Documentary Film

Paula Durinova
Slovakia, Germany 2024 | 65 min, Colour
German premiere

Nach dem Tod ihrer GroBeltern findet die Regisseurin in surrealen
Gesteins- und Landschaftsformationen einen Ausdruck fiir ihre
Trauer. Eine assoziative, freischwebende Begehung. - After the
death of her grandparents, the director finds an expression for her
grief in surreal rock and landscape formations. An associative, free-
floating tour of inspection.

Language Slovak
Subtitles English

Retrospective 2/2
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67. Internationales Leipziger
Festival fir Dokumentar- und
Animationsfilm

28.10.-3.11.2024

Ever Since | Knew Myself

Documentary Film

Maka Gogaladze
Georgia 2024 | 87 min, Colour
German premiere

Die Regisseurin im Disput mit ihrer Mutter liber deren strenge
Erziehung, die von Macht und Disziplinierung geprégt war. Das
Erziehungssystem im modernen Georgien als solches steht zur
Debatte. - The director argues with her mother about her strict
upbringing, which was marked by power and discipline, and
questions the educational system in modern Georgia as such.

The Other One

Documentary Film

Marie-Magdalena Kochova
Czech Republic, Slovakia 2024 | 87 min, Colour
German premiere

Familidgren Pflichten, die Bediirfnisse der autistischen Schwester und
der eigene Traum Psychologie zu studieren — die 18-jcihrige Johanna
muss den Mut finden, eine Entscheidung zu treffen. — Family
obligations, her autistic sister’s needs and her own dream of
studying psychology — 18-year-old Johanna must find the courage
to take a life-changing decision

Language Georgian
Subtitles English

wo/men

Documentary Film

Kristine Nrecaj, Birthe Templin
Germany 2024 | 87 min, Colour
German premiere

Portrait sechs albanischer "Burrneshas®, die als Frauen in der
sozialen Rolle von Mdnnern, seit Jahrzehnten die patriarchalen
Strukturen des Landes mit Witz und Mut gegen den Strich birsten. —
A portrait of six Albanian “Burrneshas’, women in the social roles of
men, who have been going against the grain of the country’s
patriarchal structures with wit and courage for decades.

Language Albanian, English
Subtitles English

Language Czech
Subtitles English

A Year in the Life of the Country

Documentary Film

Tomasz Wolski
Poland 2024 | 85 min, Colour & B&W
German premiere

Das exklusive Found-Footage-Material aus den friihen
Achtzigerjahren zeigt ein Polen, das unter dem Kriegsrecht dchzt. Es
zeigt zugleich ein Polen, in dem die Solidarnos¢ dabei ist, zu
entstehen. — The exclusive found footage from the early eighties
shows a Poland groaning under martial law. At the same time, it
shows a Poland where Solidarnos¢ is about to emerge.

Language Polish, English
Subtitles English

Panorama: Central and Eastern Europe
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67. Internationales Leipziger
Festival flir Dokumentar- und
Animationsfilm

28.10.-3.11.2024

A Year of Endless Days
Documentary Film

Renata Lucié¢
Croatia, Qatar 2024 | 70 min, Colour
World premiere

Eine einflihlsame Studie Uber Familie, Einsamkeit, Freundschaft und
Liebe, vor dem Hintergrund der Massenabwanderung von Frauen
aus der léindlichen Gegend an der kroatisch-bosnischen Grenze. -
An sensitive study of family, loneliness, friendship and love, set
against the background of the mass exodus of women from the rural
area along the Croatian-Bosnian border.

Language Croatian
Subtitles English

Panorama: Central and Eastern Europe
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Férderhinweise Freistaat Sachsen: Gefoérdert durch das Sachsische Staatsministerium
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Steuermittel auf der Grundlage des vom Sé&chsischen Landtag beschlossenen Haus-

haltes.
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