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DOK Neuland Focuses on the Materiality of Digital Technologies

The virtual world is not as immaterial as it seems. It consumes water 
and energy, is used in wars, exploits human creativity and labour, has 
a real effect on bodies, and influences social structures and political 
power relations. Under the title “Immaterial”, this year’s edition of DOK 
Neuland presents a total of eight works that explore the materiality of 
digital technologies.

Curated by Dana Melaver, the exhibition consists of four VR experiences, 
one 360° film, two media art works, and one AR installation. While one of 
the VR experiences will once again be presented at the Museum of Fine 
Arts Leipzig, DOK Neuland is heading west, presenting the other seven 
works in the Plagwitz district. The public exhibition will be accessible free of 
charge from 28 October to 2 November 2025 at Westkreuz/Heilandskirche.

The experimental science-fiction film “Geomancy” (2024) by French artist 
and filmmaker Sybil Montet changes based on real-time weather data 
from around the world. This interaction between computer graphics and 
nature reveals data streams as invisible structures of our physical world.

Based on an anti-feminist conspiracy theory in South Korea in which 
a hand gesture was supposedly degrading men, the VR experience 
“Downfall of the Virtual Human” (2025) exposes patriarchal structures in 
both terrestrial and digital spaces. In this digital fever dream of numerous 
(pop) cultural references, director Jimmy Vu explores the self-reinforcing 
dynamics within online platforms.

In the documentary VR experience “Another Place” (2025), Swiss-Thai 
director Domenico Singha Pedroli tells the story of trans woman Renée, 
who fled her home country of Thailand to France in 2022 and applied for 
asylum there. While invisible to the immigration system and the passers-
by of Paris, Renée and her impressions take centre stage in Pedroli’s work. 
With the help of VR headsets, exhibition visitors can take on Renée’s 
perspective as their own.

The walls in “The Dollhouse” (2025) may be made of paper, but they bear 
a heavy load. In deceptively delicate animation, Charlotte Bruneau and 
Dominic Desjardins invite visitors into 9-year-old Juniper’s home, which she 
shares with her parents and housekeeper Magnolia. In this interactive VR 

The Extended Reality exhibition and the industry programme DOK 
Exchange XR are moving closer together



story, disobedience and play open up a new perspective on how power 
relations arise within the intimacy of our homes. 

A train ride into total abstraction: In the 360° film “Volume” (2025), Niklas 
Poweleit uses short AI-generated clips to create a hypnotic experience 
which beautifully demonstrates that AI images are abstract architectural 
structures rather than mere replicas of reality.

In the augmented reality installation “For Iron I Gave Gold” (2025), 
German-Ghanaian 3D artist and fashion designer Keke Opata addresses 
electronic waste as an expression of neo-colonial dependencies and the 
physical implications of our digital world.

The video sculpture “Blindspot” (2025) makes visible what cannot be seen 
with the naked eye: using high-resolution cameras that no longer capture 
light and movement in individual frames but process them as a continuous 
data stream. In poetic images, artist Justin Urbach imagines the future of 
seeing as hybridised, while the monitors scarred by laser etching also raise 
questions about machine vision and overly detailed perception. The DOK 
Industry Get-Together on 31 October will feature a musical performance 
by Alexander Koenig and William East who did the sound design for the 
work. The event is open to accredited guests, with a limited number of 
tickets available to the general public.

In the hyper-sarcastic VR experience “Revival Roadshow” (2025), 17th-
century Dutch explorer Abel Tasman returns to conquer new land for Dutch 
climate refugees after a devastating flood. Between satire and criticism, 
a collage-like narrative about colonial history unfolds in a museum of 
the future – overflowing with stories and clashing perspective. The story 
follows the viewer’s gaze, compelling them to decide, amid the flood of 
images, what to pay attention to and what to ignore. “Revival Roadshow” 
was presented in 2024 while still in development at the DOK Exchange XR 
Prototyping Zone and can now be seen as a finished piece at the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Leipzig.

DOK Neuland and DOK Exchange XR, the industry programme for 
interactive and immersive storytelling, are moving closer together with 
this festival edition: both the public Extended Reality exhibition (with the 
exception of “Revival Roadshow”) and the events for XR professionals will 
take place in 2025 at Westkreuz/Heilandskirche. Further,  a joint episode of 
the DOK Industry Podcast has been released today. Curated and hosted 
by Weronika Lewandowska (curator and coordinator of DOK Exchange 
XR), it features Dana Melaver (curator of DOK Neuland) and Prodromos 
Tsiavos (Head of Digital and Innovation at the Onassis Cultural Centre). 
The conversation analyses the challenges of creating and curating XR 
works for the youngest audiences. 

Also new this year is the close collaboration between DOK Exchange XR / 
DOK Neuland and CPH:DOX/LAB. The aim of these joint activities around 
immersive and interactive media is to establish a meaningful European 
distribution network, foster talent, and share knowledge. DOK Leipzig 
will present a new award as part of CPH:LAB 2026, in which a selected 
CPH:LAB project will be presented at DOK Exchange XR at the 69th DOK 
Leipzig Festival next year. A collaboration centered around the CPH:LAB 
think tank is also planned.

DOK Exchange XR will once again be held over two days in 2025 (30-31 
October). The programme includes the XR Conference, XR Showcase, and 
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XR Prototyping Zone. Across all events, Extended Reality will be examined 
in the context of politics of memory, innovation, digital literacy, ethics, 
and neuroplasticity.

The XR Conference will feature four keynote presentations and three panel 
discussions for all accredited guests. The invited experts will discuss how 
immersive practices influence cultural narratives and power structures. 
Moving away from traditional formats, the focus will be on experimental 
XR storytelling and hybrid media. In their keynotes, Rūta Kazlauskaitė, 
Katharina Haverich, Marcel van Brakel, and May Abdalla will speak about 
VR and propaganda, Extended Reality in the context of digital literacy, 
hybrid narratives, and the influence that stories experienced with the 
whole body have on our perception of ourselves and others. One of the 
panel discussions will focus on accessibility in game design, while another 
will look at the use of audience testing to improve the projects presented in 
the XR Prototyping Zone. The third panel discussion, “What Lasts? Building 
a Future for XR and Immersive Arts”, organised in collaboration with the 
British Council, will bring together XR producers, curators, and cultural 
decision-makers from Germany and the UK to discuss how the sector can 
develop beyond short-term projects.

Four works from Taiwan, Canada, and Europe were selected for this year‘s 
XR Showcase. In a collective brainstorming session, creators have the 
opportunity to present their projects in development and discuss them 
with six experts and conference visitors. 

The XR Prototyping Zone gives creators the opportunity to present their 
works-in-progress to experts, distributors, and industry professionals. They 
can test interactive elements, narrative structures, and user interaction 
under real-world conditions. This year, a total of three prototypes will be 
presented.
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DOK Exchange XR is supported by SEE NL, the British Council, the French 
Institute as part of the Novembre Numérique programme and the Creative 
Europe Desk Berlin-Brandenburg. DOK Exchange XR collaborates with 
CPH:DOX/LAB. The panel “Accessibility in Game Design” takes place in 
partnership with MOIN Filmförderung Hamburg Schleswig-Holstein and 
Inclusive Gaming GmbH.

DOK Neuland came to life again through the support of Sächsische 
Medienanstalt (SLM), MDR Media and Mitteldeutsche Medienförderung. 
In the context of The Netherlands as this year‘s XR Country in Focus, DOK 
Neuland is also supported by the Embassy of the Kingdom of Netherlands 
and SEE NL. In addition, DOK Neuland is supported by the French Institute 
as part of the Novembre Numérique programme. 
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DOK Neuland: Immaterial

DOK Neuland: Immaterial 1/2

The Dollhouse
-

CharloȰe Bruneau, Dominic Desjardins
Canada, Luxembourg 2025 | 23 min
German premiere

Die 9-jährige Juniper navigiert durch vielschichtige Erinnerungen: In
einer Papierwelt entfalten sich ungerechte Machtverhältnisse im
Umgang mit einer Bediensteten der Familie. – 

Language French, English
Subtitles None

Doēnºall oº the }irtual .uman
-

@immě �u
South Borea 2025 | 30 min
4nternational _remiere

Inspiriert von einer }erschwçrungstheorie: Eine virtuelle Pop-IÓone
soll Männer mit einer )este ¢eleidigt ha¢en. Ein digitaler
Fie¢ertraum patriarchaler ftruÓturen. – 

Language English, Borean
Subtitles English

�nother _lace
-

Domenico Singha _edroli
(rance 2025 | ĳĻ min
German premiere

Die trans lhailänderin ben¯e ist auf der fuche nach �sěl. In den
nächtlichen ftraûen von Paris ist sie fćr andere unsicht¢ar. Eine
Einladung an die �uschauenden, ihre PerspeÓtive einģunehmen. – 

Language lhai, French, English
Subtitles English

Blindspot
-

@ustin qrbach
Germaně 2025 | 2ĳ min
Ko _remiere

�ird die �uÓunĮ des fehens hě¢rid seinŵ �ie Óçnnten wir sehenŵ
Neuromorphe, ereignis¢asierte Bamerasěsteme verschie¢en in
dieser poetischen ErÓundung die )renģen unserer fehfähigÓeit. – 

Language without dialogue
Subtitles None
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beđiđal boadshoē
-

�nne (ehres, LuÓe Conroě
Ketherlands 2025 | ĳĹ min
German premiere

feefahrer �¢el lasman Óehrt ģurćcÓ, um neues Eand fćr
niederländische Blimaĭćchtlinge ģu ero¢ern. �wischen fatire und
BritiÓ entspinnt sich ein collagenartiges Narrativ ć¢er
Bolonialgeschichte. – 

Language English
Subtitles English

}olume
�b

KiÓlas _oēeleit
Germaně 2025 | ĳ0 min
�orld premiere

Eine �ugfahrt, die in vollständiger �¢straÓtion endet: Der ĵĸĲǔ
Filmaus BI-generierten �lips lässt eine hěpnotische Erfahrung
entstehen und ģerlegt die Bilder in ihre wesentlichen Bestandteile. –

Language without dialogue
Subtitles None

(or 4ron 4 Gađe Gold
-

BeÓe Rpata
Germaně 2025 | 5 min
�orld premiere

�ngesichts der verheerenden �uswirÓungen, die der europäische
EleÓtro- und leętilmćll
auf )hana hat, hinterfragt diese �r¢eit, was dort geopfert wird, um
hier digitale Erle¢nisse ģu ermçglichen. – 

Language without dialogue
Subtitles None

Geomancě
Sěbil Jontet
(rance, Germaně 202Ķ | ĳ0 min
Ko _remiere

Ein eęperimenteller fcience-Fiction-Film, der sich ständig mit dem
�eȰer verändert. Er reagiert auf Echtģeitdaten aus aller �elt. Eine
le¢endige InteraÓtion ģwischen �omputergraīÓ und Natur. – 

Language English
Subtitles English
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Wir danken für die Unterstützung
Thank you for your support

Gefördert durch

Gold

Silber

Bronze

Weitere DOK Fördernde 
und Freund*innen
More DOK Supporters 
and Friends

∙ Barbara Hobbie und Richard Mancke
∙ culturtraeger GmbH
∙ Computer Leipzig
∙ DEFA-Stiftung
∙ D-Facto Motion
∙ Doc Alliance
∙ Doris Apell-Kölmel und Michael Kölmel

∙ Europäische Stiftung der Rahn 
 Dittrich Group für Bildung und Kultur
∙ Jugendstrafvollzug Regis Breitingen
∙ Leipziger Gesellschaft zur Förderung 
 der Filmkunst e. V.
∙ Leipzig Stiftung
∙ Gangart Werbung GmbH 

∙ Ils Medientechnik GmbH
∙ Petersbogen Leipzig
∙ Staatliche Porzellanmanufaktur 
 Meißen
∙ Stiftung Friedliche Revolution
∙ ver.di Filmunion

Förderhinweise Freistaat Sachsen: Gefördert durch das Sächsische Staatsministerium 
für  Wissenschaft   Kultur und Tourismus. Diese Einrichtung wird mitfi nanziert durch 
Steuermitt el auf der Grundlage des vom Sächsischen Landtag beschlossenen Haus-
haltes. Kreatives Europa: Von der  Europäischen Union  fi nanziert. Die  geäußerten 
Ansichten und Meinungen  entsprechen  jedoch ausschließlich denen des  Autors 

bzw. der Autoren und spiegeln nicht zwingend die der Europäischen Union oder 
der  Europäischen Exekutivagentur für Bildung und Kultur  (EACEA) wider. Weder
die  Europäische Union noch die EACEA können dafür verantwortlich gemacht
werden. Bundesstift ung Aufarbeitung: Gefördert mit Mitt eln der Bundesstift ung zur 
Aufarbeitung der SED-Diktatur. 


