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Press Release
20 October 2025Ola Staszel to become new festival director of DOK Leipzig

Aleksandra (Ola) Staszel is set to become the new festival director of DOK 
Leipzig and managing director of Leipziger Dok-Filmwochen GmbH on 1 
January 2026. A selection committee led by Dr Skadi Jennicke, the city‘s 
mayor for arts and culture, made this recommendation after a period of 
intense consultation. The company’s supervisory board has discussed the 
appointment, and Leipzig‘s mayor, Burkhard Jung, has now confirmed the 
resulting decision. The city council is expected to vote on the appointment 
at its meeting on 29 October.
 
Ola Staszel is set to succeed Christoph Terhechte, whose tenure as general 
manager will end on 31 January 2026, two years earlier than planned, for 
personal reasons. The two are expected to work together in January 2026 
in order to ensure a smooth transition.
 
“In Ola Staszel, the city of Leipzig will gain a general manager for DOK 
who brings with her a broad artistic vision as well as considerable 
experience in the documentary film industry and a thoughtful approach 
to it. Additionally, Ms Staszel is known for focusing on Eastern European 
topics in her work to date. This will prominently carry forward an emphasis 
that the DOK Leipzig Film Festival has traditionally had with a view to 
current social challenges,” says Dr Skadi Jennicke, the deputy mayor for 
arts and culture and chair of the supervisory board.
 
As is customary for management positions in the city of Leipzig, the job 
is initially limited to five years. The selection committee was comprised of 
the members of the supervisory board, who are also city councillors from 
each elected faction, the chair of the supervisory board, Dr Skadi Jennicke, 
and an external panel of experts from the film and documentary industry. 
Christoph Terhechte was also a member of this committee.
 
Ola Staszel is currently the director of the German-Polish-Czech Neisse Film 
Festival in the border triangle, where she is responsible for documentaries, 
feature films and management. She studied film and literature as well as 
European studies at the Universities of Wrocław and Aachen. She has 
been a resident of Berlin since 1999. Ola Staszel founded and directed 
The Rolling Movies, a festival of mobile cinema, and was on the jury of 



Deutsche Film- und Medienbewertung (FBW) in Wiesbaden from 2014 to 
2025.
 
On 30 October, festival director Christoph Terhechte will join Ola Staszel 
in discussing the past and future of DOK Leipzig at the “Festival Visions” 
DOK Talk. This event will begin at 11:30 a.m. at the Zeitgeschichtliches 
Forum Leipzig and is open to the public. Admission is free of charge.
 
DOK Leipzig is the world’s oldest festival for documentary and animated 
films and is unique in this regard. At its core are the values of peace, 
human dignity, representation and diversity. Each year, the festival screens 
some 200 artistic, socially relevant films and extended reality works and 
provides a space for discussion. At the same time, DOK Industry is the 
leading meeting place and source of inspiration in Germany for the 
international film industry.
 
Profile of Ola Staszel
 
Ola Staszel has played a major part in the German-Polish-Czech film 
festival scene for more than 25 years. Since 2011, she has been with 
the Neisse Film Festival in the border triangle of Germany, Poland and 
the Czech Republic, and part of its management since 2014. Under her 
leadership, that festival has grown into an internationally renowned 
platform for the art of film as well as a popular festival for the public. She 
also regularly serves on the jury at other film festivals and was on the jury 
of Deutsche Film- und Medienbewertung (FBW) in Wiesbaden from 2014 
to 2025. Staszel, who was born in Poland, has also guided cultural policy 
as a member of the Film Advisory Board of the Cultural Foundation of 
the Free State of Saxony and as a co-founder of and spokesperson for 
Łužycafilm, a Sorbian-German film network. Ola Staszel studied literature, 
film and political science.
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Wir danken für die Unterstützung
Thank you for your support

Gefördert durch

Gold

Silber

Bronze

Weitere DOK Fördernde 
und Freund*innen
More DOK Supporters 
and Friends

∙ Barbara Hobbie und Richard Mancke
∙ culturtraeger GmbH
∙ Computer Leipzig
∙ DEFA-Stiftung
∙ D-Facto Motion
∙ Doc Alliance
∙ Doris Apell-Kölmel und Michael Kölmel

∙ Europäische Stiftung der Rahn 
 Dittrich Group für Bildung und Kultur
∙ Jugendstrafvollzug Regis Breitingen
∙ Leipziger Gesellschaft zur Förderung 
 der Filmkunst e. V.
∙ Leipzig Stiftung
∙ Gangart Werbung GmbH 

∙ Ils Medientechnik GmbH
∙ Petersbogen Leipzig
∙ Staatliche Porzellanmanufaktur 
 Meißen
∙ Stiftung Friedliche Revolution
∙ ver.di Filmunion

Förderhinweise Freistaat Sachsen: Gefördert durch das Sächsische Staatsministerium 

für  Wissenscha�   Kultur und Tourismus. Diese Einrichtung wird mit� nanziert durch 

Steuermi� el auf der Grundlage des vom Sächsischen Landtag beschlossenen Haus-

haltes. Kreatives Europa: Von der  Europäischen Union  � nanziert. Die  geäußerten 

Ansichten und Meinungen  entsprechen  jedoch ausschließlich denen des  Autors 

bzw. der Autoren und spiegeln nicht zwingend die der Europäischen Union oder 

der  Europäischen Exekutivagentur für Bildung und Kultur  (EACEA) wider. Weder

die  Europäische Union noch die EACEA können dafür verantwortlich gemacht

werden. Bundessti� ung Aufarbeitung: Gefördert mit Mi� eln der Bundessti� ung zur 

Aufarbeitung der SED-Diktatur. 


