
69th International Leipzig  
Festival for Documentary and  
Animated Film

26 October to 1 November 2026

Head of Press Department
Nina Kühne
Tel. +49 (0)341 30864 1070
presse@dok-leipzig.de

Leipziger Dok- Filmwochen GmbH 
Katharinenstraße 17 
04109 Leipzig 

Chairwoman of 
the Supervisory Board 
Dr. Skadi Jennicke 

Managing and Artistic Director 
Aleksandra Staszel

Place of Performance 
Leipzig 

Commercial Register
Leipzig, HRB 35 89 

VAT Tax ID 
DE141498242

The Case Against Space / Some of You Fucked Eva

Press Release
19.5.2026

“The Case Against Space” and “Some of You Fucked Eva” received 
Doc Alliance Award in Cannes

The winners of the Doc Alliance Award 2026 were announced today during 
the Doc Day Lunch, held at the Marché du Film in Cannes. 

The Doc Alliance Award for Best Feature Film, endowed with 5,000 EUR, 
was presented to “The Case Against Space” (UK/France) by Graeme 
Arnfield. In the film, Arnfield reconstructs the world‘s first strike in space 
in 1973—based on transcripts of exchanges with the control center on 
Earth—and paints an iconoclastic portrait of the astronaut as overworked 
labourer.

“Whilst drawing on the filmmaker’s previous work with found footage, this 
film represents a step in an equally uncompromising new direction. For-
mally bold, it commits to a claustrophobic lo-fi aesthetic that foregrounds 
the human testimonies,” praised the jury.

The Doc Alliance Award for Best Short Film, endowed with 3,000 EUR, 
went to “Some of You Fucked Eva” (France) by Lilith Grasmug—the sto-
ry of a typical cheerleader and the social and cultural landscape of an 
American high school, told through a montage of visual archives gathered 
from YouTube.

“All the images are sourced from pre-existing archive taken from the inter-
net, and skilfully distorted and re-arranged to build an atmosphere stee-
ped in teen angst. The film recalls cinematic conventions from high school 
movies to David Lynch, and manages to built a compelling and gripping 
story,“ stated the jury.

Beyond this, the feature-length documentary “Fantasy” (Fantaisie | 
France) by Isabel Pagliai was awarded a Special Mention by the jury in 
recognition of the director‘s “unique ability to create inedible and unfor-
gettable images”.

This year’s jury brought together Wouter Jansen (CEO of Square Eyes), 
Maria Palacios Cruz (festival director of the Open City Documentary Fes-



tival), and film critic, filmmaker and producer Mark Peranson.

A selection of more than 30 films previously nominated for the Doc Alli-
ance Award is available to stream worldwide on DAFilms.

The Doc Alliance network of documentary film festivals supports emer-
ging talent in European documentary cinema. Each of the seven member 
festivals — CPH:DOX, Doclisboa, DOK Leipzig, FIDMarseille, Ji.hlava IDFF, 
Millennium Docs Against Gravity FF, and Visions du Réel — as well as guest 
festival Golden Apricot Yerevan International Film Festival, nominated one 
short and one feature-length documentary from their recent programmes. 
Each festival will showcase at least three films from the Doc Alliance 
Award selection in its next edition. 
 

Full Jury Statements:

Best Feature Film

“The Doc Alliance Award goes to a film that combines extensive research 
with speculative interpretation. Whilst drawing on the filmmaker’s previous 
work with found footage, this film represents a step in an equally uncom-
promising new direction. Formally bold, it commits to a claustrophobic 
lo-fi aesthetic that foregrounds the human testimonies.”

Best Short Film

“We decided to award a film in which a character recalls a moment of 
collective hysteria at her high school. All the images are sourced from 
pre-existing archive taken from the internet, and skilfully distorted and 
re-arranged to build an atmosphere steeped in teen angst. The film re-
calls cinematic conventions from high school movies to David Lynch, and 
manages to built a compelling and gripping story.”

Special Mention

“An unconventional yet focused documentary portrait that immerses the 
viewer into a literally dark and psychologically disturbing reality, guided 
by a director with the unique ability to create inedible and unforgettable 
images.”

Film stills of all nominees for download: 
Filmstills Doc Alliance Awards Nominees

Synopses of nominees & biographies of the jury members:
Synopses & Jury

More information about the Doc Alliance Award: docalliance.org

More information about the guest festival 2026: Golden Apricot IFF

Press contact: Doc Alliance Press Office | press@docalliance.org
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We would like to thank our long-standing institutional and project-supporting partners
Wir bedanken uns bei den langjährigen institutionellen und projektfördernden Partner*innen

Weitere Partner*innen, Unterstützer*innen und Fördernde gibt DOK Leipzig in Kürze bekannt.

DOK Leipzig will announce further partners, supporters and sponsors shortly. 

Von der Europäischen Union �nanziert.
Die geäußerten Ansichten und Meinungen  
entsprechen jedoch ausschließlich denen 
des Autors bzw. der Autoren und spiegeln 
nicht zwingend die der Europäischen Union 
oder der Europäischen Exekutivagentur für 
Bildung und Kultur (EACEA) wider. Weder 
die Europäische Union noch die EACEA 
können dafür verantwortlich gemacht werden.

Gefördert durch das Sächsische
Staatsministerium für Wissen-
scha�, Kultur und Tourismus. 
Diese Einrichtung wird mit�-
nanziert durch Steuermi�el auf 
der Grundlage des vom Sächsi-
schen Landtag beschlossenen 
Haushaltes.


