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DOK Leipzig: Accessibility at the festival’s 69th edition

Following last year’s crowdfunding campaign, funding remains precarious

DOK Leipzig 2026 | © Lukas Diller

At this year's DOK Leipzig festival, two feature-length documentaries
and one short animated film will be presented with audio description.
This has been made possible with the support of Greta und Starks and
Kinoblindgdnger gemeinnitzige GmbH.

Another 26 films will be shown with simple German subtitles, further
improving accessibility to parts of the festival. Around half of these
subtitles have been supplied by the filmmakers themselves, while DOK
Leipzig has produced the remainder specifically for the festival with the
help of Al.

In addition, one feature-length film and one short film will be presented
together in a Relaxed Screening at CineStar 2. These screenings are
designed to provide a more accessible and inviting cinema experience
for people with different sensory needs. The auditorium remains softly
lit, audience members can move around freely, and filmgoers can leave
and re-enter the auditorium. There is no expectation of absolute silence;
audience reactions and other sounds are welcome.

Thanks to support from Diakonie Leipzig, a free companion service for
blind and visually impaired people and wheelchair users will once again
be available this year. Those wishing to use the service can contact Susann
Hanske in advance on +49 (0)341 5612-1290 or send an email to fbti.
begleitung@diakonie-leipzig.de.

DOK Leipzig has been showing films in accessible versions for many
years. Until two years ago, these services were funded by the Free State
of Saxony. This funding was completely cut for the 2025/26 two-year
budget and not replaced. Since 2025, DOK Leipzig has therefore relied
on filmmakers or sponsors to provide accessible versions of films. With its
finances already under considerable strain, the festival is unable to draw
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on its own resources to cover the costs of SDH subtitles (for the Deaf and
Hard of Hearing) and additional audio descriptions.

For comparison, in previous years, project funding from the Free State of
Saxony enabled around 35 films per festival edition to be made accessible.
It also meant that three to five Q&A sessions could be provided with sign-
language interpretation.

The majority of the above mentioned screenings will take place at CineStar
2. The full programme, including all screening times, will be available on
the DOK Leipzig website from 8 October, when online ticket sales will
also open.
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Wir danken fiir die Unterstiitzung
Thank you for your support
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Férderhinweise Kreatives Europa: Von der Européischen Union finanziert. Die geduBerten  Exekutivagentur fiir Bildung und Kultur (EACEA) wider. Weder die Européische Union noch
Ansichten und Meinungen entsprechen jedoch ausschlieRlich denen des Autors bzw. der  die EACEA kdnnen dafiir verantwortlich gemacht werden. Bundesstiftung Aufarbeitung:
Autoren und spiegeln nicht zwingend die der Européischen Union oder der Européischen  Geférdert mit Mitteln der Bundesstiftung zur Aufarbeitung der SED-Diktatur.




